
  
 

Fall Programs for Children & Youth 

 
Throughout our 185-year history, the Congregational Church in South Glastonbury has 
been in the business of nurturing justice-loving disciples as our primary ministry in the 
world. Supporting children, youth and families is at the heart of this ministry. South 
Church’s ministers, staff and lay teachers want you to know that although some things 
may look a little different, our mission remains the same. You are at the heart of this 
ministry, and we are ready to get started! 
 

 



Sunday School (K-8) 

Megan McCaskill, our Director of Children and Family Ministries, is excited to welcome 
you and your children to our fall church school program which begins the week of 
September 19 during our worship service. Church School will be in our classrooms or 
outside as conditions dictate. This fall at South Church will be one of growth, 
community, and transformation. With these goals in mind, fun and creative activities 
for youth K-8 will adapt to fit the needs of our community. Read the e-Connector for 
news and information about upcoming exciting events for the whole family!  

Music will be a major focus of Sunday School. Youth Music Leader Jordan Maragnano is 
full of energy to share, believing that music is an important part of spirituality for 
students of all ages. Special musical opportunities for the entire family are in the 
works! 

Sunday School Youth Mission (K-6) 

Mission and servant leadership are an integral part of South Church. To nurture a 
spirit of mission in our youngest servant leaders, we are introducing Sunday School 
Youth Mission for children K-6, occurring once monthly during Social Hour. Children 
will engage in age-appropriate mission activities right here at church, learning the 
biblical basis of compassion with a concentration on our local community. Beginning, 
Sunday, October 17 - parents can join, too!  

Infant and Toddler Room 

The Infant and Toddler Room (room 105) will be staffed and available for our little 
ones to take a break or to have supervised Godly play while parents attend worship 
service, beginning Sunday, September 19. Please let us know if you are coming so we 
can plan accordingly. 

Middle School Youth Mission (7-8) 

Our Middle School Youth Mission program (MSYM) led by Jane DeMaio offers 
community building and hands on service opportunities for young people in grades 7-
8. This program empowers youth to truly embody what it means to be servant leaders 
in the world, culminating with a service-learning mission trip experience to Boston 
June 19-23, 2022. Megan McCaskill will act as spiritual leader enabling our youth to 
develop a strong sense of self, knowing that each individual has value and is deeply 
loved.  

Wednesday School (9-12) and Confirmation (10) 

Our Wednesday School program for grades 9-12 begins on Wednesday, September 15 
at 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. This long-standing ministry has inspired young servant leaders for 
decades and is committed to creating a community that is welcoming for all. 

While the last year and a half has been challenging due to COVID-19, it is our plan to 
resume Wednesday School in-person with dinner, while still being mindful of safety 
protocols. We will adjust as needed. 



Rev. Erica Avena, our new interim minister, will be leading our 9th grade class, 
assisted by Kadji Anderson, providing spiritual guidance and an awesome start to their 
freshman year.  

Rev. Larissa Forsythe will lead the 10th grade confirmation class inviting them to 
ponder their own personal faith journeys. With the guidance of Kelly Mehiel, Dan 
Hecker, and Jim David, students will experience what it means to wrestle with the 
angels. Confirmation Orientation (grade 10) for parents, youth and sponsors is 
September 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

Paul DeMaio and Jae Marano will continue teaching our 11th and 12th grade class. 
Students will have an opportunity to explore what it means to be disciples in the 
world as young adults, knowing they are loved for exactly who they are.  

High School Youth Mission (9-12) 

Finally, our High School Youth Mission (HSYM) program will continue under the 
leadership of Pam Reale for grades 9-10 (FRSO), and Paul DeMaio for grades 11-12 
(JRSR). Rev. Forsythe (JRSR) and the FRSO spiritual advisor not yet named, will 
joyfully offer spiritual guidance. This program will continue to expose youth to issues 
of social justice and allow them to reflect on the values of their Christian faith. 
Students will learn more about themselves while learning about others. In June 2022, 
FRSOs will travel to Brooklyn, NY to engage in face-to-face mission with homeless and 
underserved communities, and JRSRs will travel to Maine for a week of service with 
Habitat for Humanity. The youth and parent kickoff meeting are September 19 at 7 
p.m. 

Registration, kickoffs, and orientation for all of our programs start in the next few 
weeks so parents should expect to hear directly from the various program leaders. If 
you are new to South Church or would like to learn more about the various programs, 
you can e-mail us by clicking on the links below. 

We hope you will join us in continuing this amazing ministry and legacy that is South 
Church. 
With Deep Blessings, 
 
Sunday School - Megan McCaskill 
Youth Music Leader - Jordan Maragnano 
Middle School Youth Mission – Jane DeMaio & Megan McCaskill 
9th Grade Wednesday School – Rev. Erica Avena 
10th Grade Confirmation – Rev. Larissa Forsythe 
11th & 12th Grade Wednesday School – Paul DeMaio 
FRSO Youth Mission – Pam Reale & Spiritual Advisor to be named 
JRSR Youth Mission – Paul DeMaio & Rev. Larissa Forsythe 


